Jefferson County Tech Prep Student of the Year

Press Release for 2009-2010 Winner

David Jenkins
Each year the Jefferson County Tech Prep Consortium selects a Tech Prep Student of the Year.  The Tech Prep award recognizes students who have excelled in technical courses and who have a commitment to continuing their education in their career and technical program after high school graduation.  For 2009-2010, David Jenkins, a senior from Fox High School, has been selected to represent Jefferson County as Tech Prep Student of the Year.
Presently, David is in the Welding program at Jefferson College’s Area Technical School (ATS).  During his sophomore year of high school, he took part in the Residential Carpentry program and as a junior he was in Advanced Carpentry.  While an Advanced Carpentry student at the ATS, David applied his Residential Carpentry skills from the previous year to assist with building a house from the ground up.  He says that this was his favorite project and greatest learning experience in his career education programs.  
With the skills he acquired through Jefferson College’s Welding and Carpentry programs, David has helped renovate and refurbish the apartment buildings that his family owns.  His expertise in repairing cabinets and door frames, patching drywall, fixing floors, landscaping, soldering pipes, repairing plumbing, painting, and replacing windows and doors has saved his family money.  In addition to this work in his family owned business, David was employed by Fox C-6 School District to repair their buildings.  His quality of work and positive attitude were recognized by the school’s Superintendent.

Furthermore, David excels outside of Tech Prep.  He is on the football, track, and wrestling teams at Fox High School.  He is a member of the Future Business Leaders of America and is OSHA certified.  David has also volunteered at the Arnold food pantry, Arnold Park, and around the Fox High School campus.  
David is committed to understanding his future career.  He plans to continue his education at Jefferson College and complete the Associate of Applied Science coursework in Welding.  After meeting this educational goal, he will begin working toward a degree in Heating, Refrigeration, and Air Conditioning.  After this, he intends to pursue a Bachelor’s degree in Welding Science.  Someday, David wants to get certified in underwater welding and heavy equipment operation, and eventually run his own business.  He attributes Jefferson College to helping change his way of thinking by forcing him to mature and take his future career plans more seriously and for teaching him marketable skills that will give him an advantage over his peers.
David Jenkins is a personable, determined young man that the Jefferson County Tech Prep Consortium is proud to have as its representative.  He is already a leader in his school and community and will be a citizen that contributes many wonderful things to Jefferson County.  David will be honored at the Missouri Tech Prep Student of the Year Ceremony on March 5th at the Jefferson City Capitol Building and at the Jefferson County Tech Prep Students of the Year banquet at Jefferson College on February 9th. 
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