Caron Daugherty – English Department 
Ozarks Technical Community College 

Proposal for Title VI-A Project:  West Africa (Year 1) 

7 September 2007

Please consider this proposal for the West Africa (Year 1) immersion experience through MCCA’s Missouri Consortium for Global Education. As a participant in this grant opportunity, I plan to infuse existing courses, with details included below.

Name of Course(s) to be Globalized / Infused

· Revised – ENG 205 Introduction to World Literature (enrollment = 20 students / section) 
As an instructor for ENG 205 Introduction to World Literature, I have a desire to learn more of West African tradition, mythology, geography and history. Students are introduced to non-Western traditions within the World Literature course, where they have an option to read African epics. I plan to enhance their African component with materials from the northwestern region of the continent, focusing on the Son-Jara [or Sundjata] epic regarding the Mali empire.
· Revised – SSM 201 Sophomore Seminar: American Geography in Literature (enrollment = 24 students / section)
This course is a capstone for our Associate of Arts students. In this particular course, I dedicate a unit to the African-American experience in American literature (literature and poetry of Toni Morrison and Langston Hughes) and study the role of the rivers, landscape and geographic boundaries (North and South) associated with the physical and cultural scars left by slavery. 
Changes to Existing Courses
· ENG 205 Introduction to World Literature 
Not all students of World Literature read the epic of Son-Jara (also known as Sundjata), the founder of the Mali Empire. Considered one of the most celebrated of West African oral traditions and literatures, this epic recounts the influence on Western Africa that Son-Jara had, explaining the origins of the Mande people through the role of the griot to the community. This epic would be taught in all sections, exposing all students in the world literature courses to this region, its people and their traditions. Course readings and dedication to this epic and the African regions affected by it would be a minimum of 12.5 percent, or two weeks of the course.

· SSM 201 Sophomore Seminar: American Geography in Literature 

I plan to incorporate a segment on the Atlantic Slave trade as the students in the course prepare to study African-American literature. Many students have never been exposed to the African Diaspora, and they are curious as to the origins of the slave trade. This background material exposes them to the African regions deeply affected by this historical situation. The course will infuse this background material before reading African-American literature requirements, or a minimum of 12.5 percent or two weeks of the semester.

Learning Outcomes / Assessment 
A pre- and post-test will assess students’ current knowledge as compared to their knowledge after having studied these units of the two courses. These would cover terminology, geographic regions, customs, traditions, and the literature of this region of Africa. Students currently complete exams and research essays to indicate learning outcomes. This would continue with the infused or globalized segments of the courses. The outcomes affected would be the students’ knowledge and understanding of the African Diaspora and their knowledge of African epics that highlight particular peoples and their origins.  
Consultation Benefits
From the Content consultant, I want to take advantage of his or her knowledge of the African Diaspora and the cultural epics that are symbolic of Africa’s history and people. I hope to learn how I can better introduce these elements of non-Western literature to my community college students. I hope to learn what an introductory World Literature course should require in regard to African literature. 

From the Language consultant, I hope to gain knowledge of the diversity of the languages of the African people. I also want to learn how a continent of so many tribes and languages shares history among its people. I hope to gain more knowledge of the linguistic impact of colonialism.
Syllabus / Abstract / Course Offerings
Please see the attachments for the syllabi and abstracts. Both courses will be offered in FA 08.  

ENG 205 OUTLINE—SUBJECT TO REVISION
Jan. 18, 20
policy statements, syllabus, texts
introductions, introduce scribe notes and journals 
overview of semester—explain literary criticism, requirements for papers, critical theories

Jan. 25, 27
begin journals and scribe notes
creation myths; Western thought and the heroic “schematic”; define epic; Gilgamesh and Ancient Egypt 

Feb. 1, 3
scribe notes and journals
OT: creation, the fall, flood, language

Chinese Book of Songs; Ovid: creation, flood, Jove’s intervention, Lycaon, Deucalion and Pyrrha

Creation myths and cultural comparisons


Feb. 8, 10
scribe notes and journals
Son-Jara; Popul Vuh: origins and first dawn
Feb. 15, 17
scribe notes and journals
Western Heroic/Epic vs. Indian and Asian views (heroic vs. lyric and perception of gods)

Dramatic works: Ramayana of Valmiki and the Bhagavad-Gita; The Ring of Recollection; Medea
Feb. 22, 24
Exam 1 

scribe notes and journals
Begin novels: contemporary novels and magical realism, historical influences, cultural influences

Marquez’ One Hundred Years of Solitude 
Morrison Song of Solomon
Mar. 1, 3

scribe notes and journals; continue Marquez and Morrison
 
Mar. 8, 10

scribe notes and journals; continue Marquez and Morrison; Analysis 1

Mar. 15, 17
scribe notes and journals; continue Marquez and Morrison; Exam 2 

Mar. 22, 24 (Spring Break)

Mar. 29, 31
scribe notes and journals
The Thousand and One Nights; Canterbury Tales;

Don Quixote; Rushdie Midnight’s Children 

Apr. 5, 7
scribe notes and journals
The Thousand and One Nights; Canterbury Tales;

Don Quixote; Rushdie Midnight’s Children ; Analysis 2

Apr. 12, 14
scribe notes and journals
The Thousand and One Nights; Canterbury Tales;

Don Quixote; Rushdie Midnight’s Children
Apr. 19, 21
scribe notes and journals

Exam 3
Neruda’s Selected Poems
Continue Latin American literature and influences


Apr. 26, 28
scribe notes and journals
Begin Romantics, Realists and Modernists:  European and American influences

May 3, 5
scribe notes and journals
Romantics, Realists, Modernists: European and American influences; Analysis 3
May 10, 12
final scribe notes and journals
Conclude Romantics, Realists and Modernists; Class selections due; Review for final: semester themes and literary connections through history; Comparative Analysis

Tuesday, May 17 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Final—Make necessary arrangements now.  You are required to be present for the 200-point final exam.  No exceptions.   

Landscape and Literature—7:30 a.m. (draw from all literature experiences)

Aug 22—policy statement and tentative schedule; review texts for semester and supplemental texts 
Aug 24—general overview (West, Northeast, South, rivers, prairies, mountains, rural/urban development, north/south influences and the African-American experience)
Aug 26—quiz 1; discuss critical approach papers; The Machine in the Garden 3-72
Aug 29—discuss Machine 73-144; think piece 1

Aug 31—discuss Machine 145-226

Sep 2—quiz 2; discuss Machine 227-353

Sep 5—Labor Day holiday

Sep 7—Machine completed (Epilogue); critical approach 1 due

Sep 9—quiz 3; discuss Virgin Land Book 1

Sep 12—discuss Virgin Land Book 2; think piece 2
Sep 14—discuss Virgin Land Book 3

Sep 16—quiz 4; finish Virgin Land
Sep 19—allow flex time for The Machine in the Garden and Virgin Land; think piece 3
Sep 21—application of Machine and Virgin Land to semester and familiar readings
Sep 23—quiz 5; critical approach 2 due; The American experience and Whitman

Sep 26—Leaves of Grass; think piece 4
Sep 28—Leaves of Grass
Sep 30—quiz 6; Leaves of Grass
Oct 3—Leaves of Grass; 
Oct 5—Leaves of Grass
Oct 7—quiz 7; begin the emigrant experience

Oct 10—My Antonia; think piece 5
Oct 12—My Antonia; critical approach 3 due

Oct 14—quiz 8; My Antonia
Oct 17—conclude My Antonia 

Oct 19— Rolvaag Giants in the Earth
Oct 21—quiz 9; Giants in the Earth
Oct 24—Giants in the Earth; think piece 6
Oct 26—Giants in the Earth
Oct 28—quiz 10; critical approach 4 due; Giants in the Earth 

Oct 31—Giants in the Earth (catch up)
Nov 2—quiz 11; Giants in the Earth (catch up)

Nov 4—MCCA Conference (no classes) 

Nov 7—The African-American experience and African-American authors, influences and poets (Langston Hughes)

Nov 9—African-American experience continued; think piece 7

Nov 11—quiz 12; Morrison Beloved
Nov 14—Beloved 
Nov 16— critical approach 5 due; Beloved; think piece 8

Nov 18—quiz 13; conclude Beloved
Nov 21—Authors and events; think piece 9

Nov 23—quiz 14; impact of landscape

Nov 25—Thanksgiving holiday

Nov 28—semester review and discussion of presentations; think piece 10

Nov 30—semester review and discuss topics and presentations

Dec 2—quiz 15; critical approach 6 due

Dec 5—prep for presentations

Dec 7—prep for presentations

Dec 9—begin PowerPoint presentations

Dec 12—PowerPoint presentations


Final—Thursday, Dec. 15 
6:30 a.m.-8:30 a.m. 
(conclude PowerPoint presentations)

