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Description  of Module:

Objectives of Module in Class:  Course Objectives met: 

A) Describe and analytically compare the social, cultural and historical settings of the Berber of Morocco to their own culture

B) Develop and communicate hypothetical explanations for individual behavior within the social context of the Berber tradition 

C) Compare and contrast historical and cultural ethical systems and belief systems of the Berber tribe and the Islamic religion in reference to the global world

Methodology:

Classroom activities: Materials on Kinship, Resources and Religion are outlined in class lecture using diagrams and models of patriarchal, tribal and patrilocal societies.  The models are then explained in terms of their association with the access to group owned or moderated resources.  Because North Africa is predominantly Islamic, the ideas and tenets of Islam are also presented in a lecture format (sometimes this is a guest speaker! – we have been fortunate to have some visiting scholars with expertise in this area).  

Outline of Lectures:  (this can take between one and two class periods)

I. Definition of Kinship:  system of determining who one’s relatives are and what one’s  relationship (responsibility, respect, expectations) is to them

II. Kinship and Resources:  Among tribal peoples, kinship is the ‘primary regulator’ of social and economic life.

III. Kinship and Religion:  (Islam)   Traditionally Muslims follow the custom of arranged marriage.  The nature of their religion (which by definition creates their community) encourages endogamy (the practice of marrying only within the religion).  

IV. A brief history of Islam:  This would include basic vocabulary and definitions specific to the practice of Islam.  The seven pillars would be explained and discussed.  The movement of Islam out of the Saudi peninsula and across the Middle East and North Africa will be examined both geographically and topically.  

V. Specific Examples:  This unit includes several African tribal groups including: the Nuer of West Africa (non-Islamic) and the Berber of Morocco (Islamic).  

VI. After watching the film: “The Cosmic Joke, volume 2”, which explores the modern idea of family planning and whether it will work in a traditional society like the Berber of Morocco.  They are interesting in that they are both tribal pre-Islam and post-Islam and these traditions of family ties and large networks are very prevalent in both aspects of the Berber.  However, the statistics to date show that the approaches used which do include the ideas of cultural respect, cultural relativism and community benefit have had an impact on the willingness of the Berber people to approach the modern idea of family planning.  The statistics indicate in the more than 10 year period that has been reviewed, the efforts by health workers, anthropologists and political envoys have encouraged and supported the drop in the birthrate from 6 to 3.1 children per family. 

VII. Discussion of why these efforts have succeeded is encouraged and then the assessment tools are provided. 

Audio-Visual activities:

The final class period on this material was a film by noted anthropologist, June Goodfield entitled: The Cosmic Joke, volume 2.  The film addresses the conflict of traditional tribal values and Islamic customs with the modern idea of family planning which is now widely encouraged in North Africa
Readings:
Reserve Readings in Library (ask at desk, they can be copied or checked out overnight):  **these resources can be added to the sources tab of the Blackboard site used for classroom enhancement (I have not as yet done that)**
Student Outcomes:
Student Assessment in class in done through discussion which is sometimes followed by a discussion board option within our Blackboard enhanced course options.  The paper and the short answer question on the final exam also serve to assess student outcomes.  

Module Assessment by students: Assessment: 

1) A 2-3 page paper discussing the conflict and resolution of tribal tradition and Islamic beliefs with a modern need to control the population in order to sustain the economic resources and success of the tribal group. Example:
 ANT 101 – RESPONSE PAPERS
 Over the course of this semester you will be asked to write 3 or 4 response papers.  The ‘Response’ will be to either an article, a film or the resulting discussion.  Remember, the idea is to be able to discuss in an informed manner a new idea or concept that you have taken from one of these options.  The exercise is critical thinking and organized presentation.  These papers are to be 2-3 pages in length and double spaced.  The idea of the response paper is to organize your thoughts about a particular subject/issue that is raised and then to discuss your position based on current anthropological theory.  You are encouraged to form your own opinions and ideas but be sure to back them with researched information and good examples.  In other words, explain the process by which you arrived at your opinion/idea.  
Response Paper Assignment related to Moroccan Globalization
We have been talking about tribes, kinship, family structure, access to resources, traditions and Islamic beliefs.  We have watched the video The Cosmic Joke, Volume 2 and discussed it. Using the information from lectures, discussion, the film and the reserve readings which follow (not all but any combination that includes the film) write a 2-3 page response paper discussing what the cultural values of the Berber tribe, their Islamic religion and their governments position have on the use of family planning within their communities.   Have the anthropologists had success?  What impact do the health workers have on the sharing and implementation of these ideas?   According to the concepts of cultural relativism and  the importance of kinship ties, will family planning work in an Islamic tribal setting with the Berber of Morocco? 
 *See short paper requirements on the syllabus*
Reserve Readings in Library (ask at desk, they can be copied or checked out overnight):  **these resources can be added to the sources tab of the Blackboard site used for classroom enhancement (I have not as yet done that)**
Rubric for Assessment:  Throughout the semester you will have quizzes, tests and assignments requiring you to write an essay.  Here are some suggestions to help you write better essays and things I look for when grading.

Essay questions are graded on the thoroughness of your answers.  If you rush through and simply answer in a list format or 1-2 sentences, you will not receive maximum points.  My essays are not designed to be answered in one or two sentences.  In most cases, one to two sentences won't explain your answers well enough to fulfill the question requirements.  I'm looking for details in your answers that show me that you know the material you are being tested over.  In most cases I ask several questions for an essay.   In order to earn maximum points, follow the directions and answer all parts of the question.

My suggestions for earning the most possible points is don't rush the answer.  If your answer shows me you were thinking and formulating your answer and it looks like it was time consuming, you will be fine.  Answer with more material than you think you need.  Discuss details from the lesson to enhance your answer.  Always use examples in explaining your points and explain why this makes your point.   Don't just say, So and So does this.  Explain how So and So did whatever the point is you are making.

Critical Thinking Skills
Excellent: Goes beyond textbook and adds several relevant ideas, but is not just a summary of the textbook or supporting websites.  The learner incorporates the materials and develops a particular personal meaning from the materials.  Builds conclusions on thoughtful consideration, states, analyzes and justifies information in a logical way.

Good:  Uses main points of information from the textbook/websites and attempts to add to it by summarizing the text information.  Good conclusions but does not go beyond the obvious.

Average:  Uses minimal textbook or website information. Some information is used to draw conclusions.

Unacceptable: Uses little information from textbook or website.   Relies on personal opinion rather than facts.  Forms minimal conclusion.

 Communication of Ideas in written work
Excellent: Uses the 5 paragraph essay format (1 introduction paragraph, 3 paragraphs to critically explore the theses in paragraph 1, and 1 concluding paragraph); well organized and persuasive explanations with accurate supporting evidence; all text pages or web pages are properly cited

Good: Organized explanation with good supporting evidence; some text pages or web pages are properly cited

Average: Basic organization with limited evidence; limited number of text pages or web
Unacceptable: Minimal organization with generalities to support explanation; no text pages or web pages cited
Instructor Comments in general: Overall Assessment:

The Moroccan aspect of global infusion was used as a part of a larger focus on Africa in the Fall ’08 semester.  My classes had the opportunity to hear a lecture by an expert in African politics and tradition, Dr. Ken Rutherford of Missouri State University.  Dr. Rutherford’s work is in east Africa and addresses the issues of Humanism in war zones.  Another colleague, Patrick Mureithi, resident artiste at Drury University, has developed and shown a documentary film on the recovery of Rwanda in the years after genocide, this was discussed with the class and finally, the material from the MCGE grant was used to add west and North Africa to the theme of the semester.  Along with the idea of African cultural traditions, the class was also exposed to the ideas of Islam as a belief system and a life choice.  These ideas were all presented and circulated for discussion in an attempt to familiarize students with a part of the world and belief systems that they are normally not exposed to in their daily lives.  A goal in anthropology is to open unfamiliar doors and to leave our own ‘cultural norms’ aside to understand others.  I think the unit and focus on Africa was overall a success.  The students seemed to enjoy the information and several of them attended the film Icyzizere:Hope at its November showing at the Gillioz theater.  This material is also being used in the current Spring ’09 semester and the African focus for the universities in Springfield has provided wonderful exposure and support to the globalization effort.  The film on Rwanda will be shown again in April and students will be invited and encouraged to attend.  

Specific way the global area/content and language was used in the course:  see above material
What changes from semester to semester might be made to enhance the global experience for students and the Instructor in this class?
This information can be followed and updated using the Moroccan Ministry of Health and United Nations sites to see if the trend in successful family planning in a traditional culture continues.  Also – further study and comparison to other countries with the same cultural variables might add interest and variety to the scope of the unit
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