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1)
Darren S. Osburn

2)
St. Charles Community College

3)
COM 102 Introduction to Mass Communication

4)
I teach one section every fall and spring, lecture, and 22 students per section

5)
Upon successful completion of this course the student should be able to:

1. To recognize and critically analyze major forms of mass media and know their characteristics.

2. Recognize the relationship between audiences and medium for each of the mass media.

3. Develop an understanding of the impact mass media has on individuals, our society and government.

4. Develop an understanding of the historical perspective of various media.

5. Gain the ability to critically analyze mass media presentations as a consumer.

The content module touches on all five objectives, though most strongly on objectives two and three. Additional objectives for the revised class are “To better understand a little understood area of the world that has had an immense impact on how we live” and “To understand how perspective and agenda in mass media can influence how information is perceived (specifically, how filters and stereotyping can influence audience understanding). 
6)
My reason for globalizing my Mass Communication class is simple: what better way to introduce information about a topic than through a class that looks at how we learn most of our information? Introducing content about North Africa as we learn about books and movies will give us something to focus on far off in the distance—a reference point to help us understand the journey we make to educate and, more often than not, entertain ourselves. Because the course is not conducive to using two straight weeks of class for the module and because the module will provide ample opportunity to serve as examples for the various lectures, the module will be broken into smaller portions to reach the 12% (288 minutes).

Portion of the course before the module was inserted:
Currently, North Africa figures into the course as occasional examples when discussing ancient mass media (Egyptian hieroglyphs), stereotypes in movies (Patton, for instance) and media pressure points (bloggers and jail in Egypt). Because the content module is spread out over several chapters and of the high number of lecture slides (many of which will need to revised or dropped due to a new edition of the text, Vivian’s The Media of Mass Communication), I am not providing the current notes from the content that will be revised. (If you still need it, I can send the PowerPoint attachments, but some of it will not be relevant because of the new edition.)  I have included new chapter summaries from the publisher’s website of five of the more heavily targeted chapters I will be revising:
CHAPTER 2: MEDIA TECHNOLOGY
Media Technology 

Printing 

CHAPTER 7: MOTION PICTURES 
Significance of Movies 

Movie Products 

Hollywood Studios 

Movie Production 

Blockbusters 

CHAPTER 14: ENTERTAINMENT 
Entertainment in History

Performance as Media Entertainment  

Story-Telling 

Music 

Sex as Media Content

Gaming as Media Content 

CHAPTER 17: GLOBAL MASS MEDIA 
Mass Media and Nation-States 

War as a Libertarian Test 

Arab Media Systems 

Mass Media and Terrorism 

Battle for Iran 

Distinctive Media Systems 

Media Pressure Points 

CHAPTER 18: MASS MEDIA AND GOVERNANCE 
Media Role in Governance 

Media as Information Sources 

Media Effects on Governance 

Government Manipulation of Media 

Status of the Watchdog  

Description of the module itself:

The module will be broken down into four blocks and tied to relevant chapters.  For the first block, Egypt and Roman North Africa will be covered in regard to the historical and technological coverage of mass media. Block two will focus on attitudes, understandings and stereotypes of North Africa and will utilize a documentary and popular films to examine how American media presents the region. Next, we will examine the dissemination of news and entertainment programming via Al Jazeera and bloggers. The fourth portion of the module will be the introduction of contemporary North African music to the class at the beginning of class periods. 
Changes the students will experience as a result of the module:
Students will better understand a little understood area of the world that has had an immense impact on our country, from our first foreign treaty as a sovereign nation with the rulers of the Barbary Coast to current national security interests. Additionally, students will develop an appreciation of how perspective, agenda setting, filtering and stereotyping can influence audience understanding by examining the same media process we take for granted in the United States by examining it through other countries and cultures.
7)
The content module will be broken down into four discernible portions that will be delivered in concise blocks (one or two class periods) or spread across several classes.

Block 1: For the early history of mass communication, we’ll focus on Egypt: how Egyptian Pharaohs utilized the technology of their day to spread the word about their greatness; the Library of Alexandria as a way to disseminate and store information; how the Romans used mass communication to keep control of their empire. (60 minutes in one class)

Block 2: The second part of the module will focus on the Western view of North Africa: Edward Said’s Orientalism; Reel Bad Arabs documentary; portions of various popular films from Patton to Aladdin to The Mummy to examine depictions in action. (160 minutes covering two entire class periods)

Block 3: The third portion will focus on modern-day media throughout North Africa: examine press freedoms in print, cable television and the Internet; how blogs and networks like Al Jazeera have broken the monopoly on state run media; examine how oral traditions carry on or collide with modern media in regard to religion and entertainment. (40 minutes in one class)

Block 4: Throughout the semester, I’ll start class with music and/or video of North African content that I can tie to the chapter. For example: if we’re discussing the chapter on Sound Recording, I’ll play a song from an Algerian musician. (6 minutes at the start of a class a minimum of five times)

From my language consultant, Arabic language teacher Laura El Hage Chehade, I plan to incorporate an Arabic vocabulary list to work into my classes. The list will cover mass media related subjects (how do I say television?) and Arabic words that have adopted, conveyed or were created to pass on information that the pre-Muslim powers of Europe compiled but lost. My content expert, Dr. Moshe Gershovich, will help me understand how North African media outlets—from newspaper to bloggers to Gaddafi’s Little Green Book—use and control information.
8)
See attached #8
9)
For questions that can be specifically and accurately answered (How does the government control the mass media?), answers will be checked for accuracy. For questions that do not have clear cut answers, responses will be graded to determine if their answer demonstrates an understanding of the current media environment and if their answer is defensible (many times there are several correct answers and, while it’s not always important to know all the answers, it is necessary to be able to defend your answer).  
10)
Assessment will include the press freedoms worksheet (see #8), test questions and a final project.  For the final project, students normally complete a research project or paper. For the paper option, they either compare the effects of mass media on an unsaturated mass media culture with a saturated media culture (Amish vs. New York City teenager) or combine two existing technologies to create a new mass media related product (for example: GPS system with satellite-based fast food advertising). For the project option, they can propose a short video or audio documentary instead of a paper. Students will be given the same assessment, but its focus will be on North Africa. 
11)
DVD/VCR and overhead projector for PowerPoint slides and videos
12)
Bibliography of the resources used by students for this module
Aladdin (1992). Walt Disney Feature Animation. Directors J. Clements and J. Musker.

Al Jazeera.com

Arabic Groove (Putamayo). CD Recording.
Cairo to Casablanca (Putamayo). CD Recording.
North African Groove (Putamayo). CD Recording.

Patton (1970). Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corporation. Director F. Shaffner.

Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a People (2006).  Media Education Foundation. Director S. Jhally.

Sahara Lounge (Putamayo). CD Recording.
The Mummy (1999). Universal Pictures. Director S. Sommers.

Vivian, J. The Media of Mass Communication (9th)(2009). Allyn and Bacon: United States.
13)
Bibliography of the resources you used in the development of this module
Aladdin (1992). Walt Disney Feature Animation. Directors J. Clements and J. Musker.

Al Jazeera.com

Arabic Groove (Putamayo). CD Recording.
Cairo to Casablanca (Putamayo). CD Recording.
North African Groove (Putamayo). CD Recording.

Patton (1970). Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corporation. Director F. Shaffner.

Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a People (2006).  Media Education Foundation. Director S. Jhally.

Said, E. Orientalism (1979). Vintage Books. 
Sahara Lounge (Putamayo). CD Recording.
The Mummy (1999). Universal Pictures. Director S. Sommers.
Vivian, J. The Media of Mass Communication (9th)(2009). Allyn and Bacon: United States.
Supporting Documents

#8.

COM 112 Broadcasting

The International Scene

Country: Morocco (or any other North African country)
Form of government (democracy, multiparty democracy, monarchy, dictatorship, etc.).

Does the United States government claim it has a different form of government? If so, what do they say it is?

	Medium
	Have/gov’t allows
	Doesn’t have/gov’t doesn’t allow
	Unrestricted access for citizens
	Restricted access
	On a human rights/press freedom watch list

	Television
	
	
	
	
	

	Radio
	
	
	
	
	

	Newspaper
	
	
	
	
	

	Internet
	
	
	
	
	

	Books, music
	
	
	
	
	


What happens to media professionals who fall out of favor with the government (what kind of punishment, etc.)? Give specific examples and your source (the website address).

What if a citizen was caught watching/listening/reading forbidden material?

What would happen if the same thing occurred in the US?

How does the government control the mass media? Do they have stringent laws, use the tax code, threaten owners?

How does the opposition (political parties, exiles, or both) spread their message in the country? How can they operate?

What would happen if the government relaxed controls on the media?

I’m a rich media mogul looking to expand my overseas operations. Write me a letter encouraging me to set up operations in this country. Be persuasive. (1/2 to 1 page, typed and double spaced)

Name: 
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