OCTOBER18-19, Springfield, Missouri 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE TUTORING WORKSHOP

MCCA-MCGE Title VIA Grant, Year 1

A major component of the current MCCA-MCGE grant involves expanding foreign language offerings at the member colleges, specifically Arabic and French although an opportunity for offering an indigenous African language may present itself in the second year of the grant.

Our method of expanding foreign language offerings at Missouri Community Colleges has been to offer courses through ITV, a process which began with the first Title VI-A grant, and which we hope to expand through the second grant. Chinese, French and beginning Arabic were courses that MCCA shared via ITV with member colleges. 

One area of concern though for ITV delivery language courses is that of student support.

If a student is attending an ITV course, and therefore has no direct access to the teacher, how do we(the colleges) support that student’s learning?  

This is the question to be addressed by the first foreign language workshop of the new Title VI-A grant.  Ideally, each college receiving, or hoping to receive, an ITV foreign language course, would send one or two individuals for this workshop. These individuals should be those who directly supervise the training of tutors.  

For example, Community College A has a Student Learning Center/Tutoring Center with a full-time director (staff or faculty) and two full-time or permanent part-time tutors (staff).  One of these tutors is in charge of math and the sciences, and the other humanities and social science.  Each of those tutors also oversees a group of part-time peer tutors.  Community College A could then send both the permanent part-time staff member and the full-time director, if both could be spared for the day. 

By discussing and planning the training of staff or faculty members who have long-term responsibility for training tutors, we hope to have a longer-term impact on the quality of that tutoring (then if we trained the actual peer tutor, who while perhaps fluent in the language, possibly an international student, has no formal training in teaching, and would graduate in a year or two).  

**Individuals who attend the October workshop and complete the evaluation materials will be paid $125 by the grant, plus receive a night at a hotel and participate in all workshop related meals.  The individual college is responsible for travel expenses related to the workshop.
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** A formal registration form will be sent to those who indicate they are interested in attending. 
