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WELCOME TO AFRICA  

The Missouri Community College Association’s international subgroup, the Missouri Consortium for Global Education (MCGE) won one of the 28 Title VI-A Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign Languages grants awarded this year by the Department of Education. This award was given to MCCA-MCGE for its exciting new project in the globalization of the curriculum across Missouri, involving the state’s 18 community colleges and over 80,000 students. 

The grant runs from July 1st, 2007 to June 30th, 2010 with a focus on the continent, the people, and the cultures of Africa. Over the next three years, the grant will strengthen and expand global studies offerings in community colleges throughout Missouri, infusing global modules into more than 72 courses by 72 faculty members. Twenty (20) of these, including 4 new courses on Africa, will be further developed for web-based delivery. To complement the study of the people and cultures of Africa, the grant will assist in increasing the offerings in foreign languages at MCCA member colleges but will specifically promote the development/enhancement of Arabic and French, the official languages of many West and North African states. In the third year, a state-wide conference--the first ever for Missouri’s community colleges--will take place called '"Understanding Africa through its Languages."

Specifically, the grant will assist faculty in developing African content modules for their classes, will help these faculty in creating new general education and foreign language courses, will provide training and support for distance delivery of these and foreign language courses, and lastly strengthen and further develop the International/Global Studies Certificate which can be found in various guises at several community colleges across the state. Faculty development, enrichment and training opportunities will take the form of academic workshops, seminars and conferences, area specialist consultations, two optional immersion experiences, and time and incentives to focus on offering quality global education programming for Missouri community college students. 

WHAT IS MCCA - MCGE?

MCGE is an integral part of your Missouri Community College Association (MCCA). One of the most active associations of community colleges in the nation, MCCA operates in an advocacy role, performing a variety of services to its constituent colleges including organization of the annual Fall conference. 

The Missouri Consortium for Global Education (MCGE) was organized in 1996. Representatives from every community college serve on this committee that meets on a regular basis in order to move their colleges forward in international education in a coordinated fashion. The meetings provide a forum for fresh ideas, a place to share knowledge about global activities at sister colleges, to coordinate student and faculty study abroad opportunities and to manage state-wide international education projects. MCGE has a history of successful coordinated global education activities including sharing visiting Fulbright and other international scholars, helping faculty and students embark on a wide variety of study abroad trips and experiences, organizing conferences, seminars and workshops on global education issues across the state and managing a previous successful Title VI-A grant from 2002-2005.

PREVIOUS TITLE VI-A GRANT: 2002 TO 2005

This African centered Title VI-A grant will build on the accomplishments of a previous Title VI-A grant which ran from 2002-2005, for which the MCCA- MCGE won the 2006 Award of Excellence in Association Management in Education given by the Missouri Society for Association Executives. In addition, the previous grant garnered several MCCA Global Educator of the Year Awards  and several Governor’s Award for Excellence in teaching for the previous management team and participating faculty.

The previous grant focused on East Asia in the first year culminating in a 3 week to China for 31 participants and interested MCCA members. The second year focused on Latin America and 30 faculty and staff visited Mexico for 10 days. While the first grant infused globalized curricula into over 70 courses, 10 of which are offered online, its most important contribution to international education in Missouri was to create and strengthen communication between community colleges, as relates specifically to the offering of foreign language course.  As a result of the first grant, Chinese I and II, Arabic I and II, and French I and II are now available at more colleges across the state.  Previously, only Saint Louis Community College offered Chinese and Arabic.  Available through ITV, the offering of these courses have expanded foreign language opportunities and enrollment at several community colleges and even inspired some on-ground offerings of these less-commonly taught classes.  The final work of the last grant was the creation of the Global/International Studies Certificate.  While not all of the colleges have moved the certificate through their curriculum bodies, a third of the MCCA members current offer this opportunity to their students.
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FACULTY INFUSION FIRST YEAR DETAILS

The grant has two major pieces: 1) to infuse African content into existing campus courses and/or create new Africanist courses, and 2) to expand campus course offerings in Arabic and second-year French. The first year will focus on West African content infusion while also starting the training of foreign language instructors in quality ITV delivery of the relevant languages., as well as providing training in extra-classroom instructional support for those classes. Participating content infusion faculty members from each campus will attend two workshops, and will have access to an African content consultant in his/her subject area and an African foreign language consultant.  Each of these consultants will be paid $375 by the grant. Infusion faculty members who complete their projects by the April deadline will receive a payment of $600 each as an honorarium. 




FIRST YEAR DETAILS CONTINUED

The grant includes a West African immersion experience to Senegal in the summer of 2008 for a total estimated cost of $3000 to be paid by the individual colleges as part of their financial contribution to the grant. In addition, each college agrees to provide $600 each year in terms of foreign language materials or library acquisitions in support of faculty projects. The MCCA-MCGE Title VIA Grant website has been created and is found at www.jeffco.edu – find the “Title VIA Grant” icon on right side of the main page and click. Inside will be grant details, resources, contact information and a copy of the relevant parts of the grant narrative. An area to ask questions will also be created at that site.  
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