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WELCOME BACK TO AFRICA  

The Missouri Community College Association’s international subgroup, the Missouri Consortium for Global Education (MCGE) is starting the second year of a three year Title VI-A Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign Languages grant awarded in 2007 by the Department of Education. This award was given to MCCA-MCGE for its exciting new project in the globalization of the curriculum across Missouri, involving the state’s 19 community colleges and over 80,000 students. 

The grant runs from July 1st, 2007 to June 30th, 2010 with a focus on the continent, the people, and the cultures of Africa. Over those three years, the grant will strengthen and expand global studies offerings in community colleges throughout Missouri, infusing global modules into more than 72 courses by 72 faculty members. Twenty (20) of these, including 4 new courses on Africa, will be further developed for web-based delivery. To complement the study of the people and cultures of Africa, the grant will assist in increasing the offerings in foreign languages at MCCA member colleges but will specifically promote the development/enhancement of Arabic and French, the official languages of many West and North African states. In the third year, a state-wide conference--the first ever for Missouri’s community colleges--will take place called '"Understanding Africa through its Languages."

Year 1 of this groundbreaking Missouri Community College Title VIA Grant came to an end on June 30, 2008. Year 2 is gearing up and this Newsletter summarizes the accomplishments of the first year while introducing Year 2.  Additional resources and information, including summaries of Year 1 projects, can be found at the Title VIA Website hosted by Jefferson College: www.jeffco.edu/mcge .

FACULTY CONTENT WORKSHOPS

Faculty West Africa Workshop I :August 17 -18, 2007. 

Thirty- five faculty participants from fourteen colleges showed up in Jefferson City to begin their projects. Presenters Jean Allman of Washington University in St Louis and Maimouna Barro of the African Studies Center at University of Illinois- Champaign/Urbana provided fascinating introductions to African history and culture, focusing their examples on West Africa and Senegal. Faculty participants learned the requirements of the grant and left the workshop enthused about globalizing their regular college courses using West Africa as the central theme.

Faculty Workshop West Africa II: April 10-12, 2008. 

The participating faculty came to Springfield ready to share Powerpoint summaries of their proposed course globalization projects with their colleagues. The creativity of the faculty was inspiring and when the projects are completed over the next few years, over 40 separate courses will be affected, impacting thousands of students. The keynote speaker was Wilmetta Tolliver-Diallo, Assistant Director of African Studies at Washington University in St Louis who wrapped up the year with a riveting Senegalese visual overview. 

Examples of that creativity included Judy Bieker having her nursing students treat a patient from Senegal in a Missouri hospital, Karen Ostlund and Michael Kuelker using African mythology in their literature classes and dorether Welch’s General Sociology students analyzing typical social issues from the West African point of view. Matthew Westra will introduce African childrearing values to his Child Development class, Louis Williams will integrate African history and details of the slave trade into his American History class, while Dedric Lee plans to have his students in Current Political Issues analyze American foreign policy approaches to Liberia and Senegal.     

Our three biologists Susan Stull, Terry Davin and Sandra Landuyt focused on the unique ecology and environmental issues of West Africa including disease, famine and the impacts of climate change.  

FOREIGN LANGUAGE WORKSHOP 

A workshop examining foreign language issues was held at the University Plaza Hotel in Springfield, October 18 and 19, 2007. Foreign language instructors, foreign language department administrators, instructional support staff  and representatives from several college Learning Centers gathered together to discuss the teaching of foreign languages from a distance (ITV and/or internet) and student tutoring needs on receiving campuses.  Leo Hirner of Metropolitan Community Colleges delivered a detailed presentation on interactive television as a vehicle for language delivery while Clarence Maise of the University of Missouri –St Louis opened a window onto the myriad web software options for both language delivery and student tutoring. Deborah Baldini of UMSL’s Continuing Education department provided some insight into how foreign language students could be mentored on campuses far removed from the language instructor.  The participants initiated a proposal for a coordinated and comprehensive program for foreign language delivery and reception and student language tutoring (especially in the less commonly taught languages) for the MCCA member colleges. 
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