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Module Title: The Passage Over: A Reflective Understanding of the Atlantic Charter Slave Trade and the Middle Passage 

Description of Module: 

My module will specifically consider the significance of the Atlantic Charter Slave Middle Passage. This examination will contemplate the physical images and the verbal/written documentation of this long standing practice. I will look closely at the physical and mental anguish embedded in African societies because of this global capitalistic practice. I will tie the focal point of the middle passage into the overarching goal of understanding Africa and its social, political, economic, and cultural history. 

Module Objectives: 

1. Introduce the idea of the middle passage to students. 

2. Role play with the physicality of the middle passage with students. This is done in order for students to grasp the physical and mental anguish endured because of the passage. 

3. Lastly, I want students to understand the lengths mercantilist countries adhered to, in order to become capitalistic giants. ( i.e. the social, economic and cultural effects) 

 

Methodology:  

Lectures/Discussions:
I plan a series of lectures to introduce the idea of the middle passage and what it entailed. I will also intertwine strong class discussion of the personal middle passage experiences of Venture Smith, Olaudah Equiano, and Kunte Kinte. 

Audio/Visual:
I have wonderful resources to showcase the physical and psychological effects of the middle passage. I will use visuals like the Roots series and the Basil Davidson series on Africa.

Assignments: 

Students will have the option of reading or viewing additional material on the middle passage and its legacy in Africa. These additional materials can be books,—approved by the instructor— or a series of dated and current news/journal articles or documentaries. The students will be required to write and extensive critical reaction to these materials. These critical reactions will symbolize the student tapping into their personal voice and responding to these written and visual materials. They will go beyond just the simple—this is what was said,-- but rather will write about what resonated with them, why it spark their curiosity and delve into how it is still relevant in today’s global society. 

Resources/Bibliography  

Trotter, Joe William. The African American Experience. Houghton Mifflin, 2001. 

Finkenbine, Roy. Primary Sources in American History: Sources of the African American Past. Pearson Longman, 2004. 

Additional Resources 

Hine, Darlene Clark, William C. Hine, and Stanley Harrold. The African-American Odyssey. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Franklin, John Hope. From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2000 

Holt, Thomas C. and Elsa Barkley Brown. Major Problems in African-American History: Volume I: From Slavery to Freedom, 1619-1877. Houghton Mifflin, 2000. 

Proposal Point Four 

I plan to spend a total of two weeks on the topic of the middle passage. First I will lay down the background/history of the passage. Secondly, I will intertwine visuals and role play to get across module objective number two and finally leave sometime to have critical discussion over the visuals and primary documents that the students will see and read for this segment of the course. 

Proposal Point Five 

I believe many students coming into this course have some idea of the middle passage from History 120—United States history to 1865, but after taking History 140, they will have a better understanding of the magnitude of this practice. They will go beyond the notion of this was the physical way of removing Africans from Africa and taking them to the United States. Rather, they will consider the emotional destruction of the passage to African cultures and the socio-economic changes the passage created for new emerging countries—like the United States. The goal is for them not to gloss over this practice, but to contemplate its positive and negative significance in global history. I want the students to understand the themes of unity and diversity within the Middle Passage and the evolving relationship between the continent of Africa and the world. Some books and primary sources my consultant suggested will be added to this portion of the course. Specifically Africa in World History by Eric Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds 
 

Proposal Point Six 

Currently, I use a combination of essay driven tests and critical reaction papers to assess the students over the material covered in History 140. I will continue to use those methods and in addition add a specific critical reaction paper that specifically will deal with the middle passage. In order for students to understand the relevance of African American history and how significant Africa is to that history I will incorporate an African American journal into the course. Students will have to make entries into this journal weekly in which they make connections between the history of the past and the actions or out comes of today. This can be done through looking at present day issue, events, newspaper articles etc. (For instance, the plight of Africans in the Sudan.) 
 
 
 
 

The goal of teaching African American History 140 is to reveal the complexity of African American communities from a social, political, economic, and cultural standpoint. The approach in past semesters has focused on analyzing these aspects and reshaping the perspective of American History. While attention to African History is a part of this process, enhancing the globalizing factor of Africa will contribute to understanding the importance of Africa and its history in relation to the world. 

This course will now take into larger consideration the African continent. For instance, what legacies, both positive and negative are reflective of Africa? Giving specific course time to West Africa, students will examine numerous African empires and civilizations. Students will also have the opportunity, through readings and visual aids, to understand the perceptions and misperceptions of Africa. 

The new African content placed in the course will constitute approximately 15% of the overall course material. The students will leave the class with the understanding of African empires, civilizations, economic and political structures, and more importantly the significance of Africa in the formalization of Western Civilization and its practices.

Now, how do we get to this point? The course will start with the simple notion of understanding that we are dealing with a massive continent and not a country—one of the most profound misperceptions of Africa. A simple map exercise will implement this first step. From there, the students will come to recognize the realities both ancient and modern of Africa, and in addition, examine the similarities and differences within Africa—i.e. culture, ideology, religion. 

Assessing the knowledge of this African content will come in the form of quizzes, tests, and critical reactions papers. Quizzes and tests will be used to assess overall historical understanding, while critical reactions will enhance the student’s analytical skills. 

While the student’s taking this course will have a better understanding of African History and its important contribution to narrative history, as an instructor, there is always a need to learn and identify new facets of African history. In partaking in conversations with leading Africanists—Professor Elizabeth Macgonagle and Professor Thomas Lewin of the University of Kansas, these new trends, ideologies, and philosophies connected to Africa will come to the forefront of the course.
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CATALOG DESCRIPTION
The historical experience of people of African descent from the African civilizations, to European contact, enslavement
and freedom in the New World Diaspora (Latin America, the Caribbean, and North America). The cultural, social,
political, and economic dimensions of African American history will be explored as will the accomplishments and
unique perspectives of African Americans.
PREREQUISITES
None
EXPECTED STUDENT OUTCOMES IN THE COURSE
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:
1. Evaluate the unique historical experiences of people of African-descent in the United States and other countries in
the Diaspora.
2. Identify key names and events associated with the African American experience in America
3. Describe the accomplishments of African Americans.
4. Evaluate the impact of laws, practices, and policies established by the dominant social group on this subgroup.
5. Assess the effects of the economic, social, cultural, and intellectual forces of white America upon African
Americans
6. Explain and demonstrate the historical mode of inquiry as related to African American history 
 
 
 
 
 

