INTERNATIONAL/GLOBAL STUDIES CERTIFICATE



Title VI-A is a three-year grant project involving 17 Missouri community colleges.  The grant was jointly funded by the colleges and the U.S. Department of Education, under Title VI-A legislation.  The grant operated under the direction of the Missouri Community College Association’s Consortium for Global Education.

One of the major activities of the third year of the project involved the Title VI-A Curriculum Task Force.  The primary purpose of the Task Force was to assist the project in the development of an International/Global Studies Certificate that could be made available to community college students across the state.  The 17 members of the task force studied global/international education offerings at each of the 17 colleges, including the newly internationalized and infused courses and projected foreign language offerings.  The Task Force members formulated and recommended the International/Global Studies Certificate. 

An International/Global Course

The Task Force defined an international/global course as having the following minimum characteristics:

· At least 50% of the course content must reflect the international/global nature of the course.


· The course syllabus should reflect the international/global nature of the course, in particular in the title and/or description and in the objectives, readings, and assignments.


· Global international events, current or historical and relevant geographical knowledge should be included in the course.

International/global courses that meet the criteria above may be used for the International/Global Studies Certificate as specified in the distribution requirements.   

An Infused Course

The Task Force also recognizes the importance and encourages the work of faculty members who, through “whole course” infusion or module development, are integrating international/global perspectives into courses across curricula. In an effort to assist colleges 

in establishing guidelines for these courses, the Task Force offered the definition below. 

The Task Force defined courses infused with an international/global perspective as the following:

· The course has a minimum of one-eighth of the course content with international/global subject matter.


· The course incorporates, at minimum, one other country (besides the U.S.) in studying some aspect of its socio-cultural or physical characteristics, institutions or elements. 


· The course incorporates, at minimum, one international issue/theme or a case study.

INTERNATIONAL/GLOBAL STUDIES CERTIFICATE

The mission of International/Global Studies Certificate is to provide students with theoretical and practical knowledge for living and working in a global society, focusing on major issues and influences shaping the contemporary world. Successful completion of the certificate will assist students in developing a sense of international literacy, and produce global citizens who are able to function well in an increasingly complex interdependent world. 

Students completing the certificate will acquire knowledge and appreciation of cultures other than their own.  Understanding the roots of international issues and developing a knowledge of the diverse competitive global world views are essential in developing global competency and in understanding and working with others in creating a more peaceful and just global home.

Courses:

1. General Education courses (international/global)
12 credits
Select from courses that meet both the requirements of a “general 
education”and an “international/global” course.


2. Introduction to International/Global Studies
3 credits
This broad-based, interdisciplinary course provides introduction
to the field of International/Global Studies.


3. Foreign Language
6-10 credits
Students will take a minimum of a two-semester sequence in
the same language.


4. Geography
3 credits
Must include other than U.S. 

5. Electives
3-6 credits

Select from the list of “International/Global” course.

                                                  Program Total
30-31 credits
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