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Final Project - International Module

Name (1,2): William Griffin, St. Charles Community College
Course Title and Number (3,4): “Peoples and Cultures of Africa,” ANT 224, an online course with an estimated enrollment of 20 students each semester, to be first offered in the Fall 2009 semester and then again in the Spring and Fall of 2010.
Module Title: North African case study: Morocco. Information on Morocco will be infused throughout the entire course as we consider each of the cultural subsystems covered in this course, but it will also be the focus of a more intensive study in the final section of the course. 
Description  of Module: While many ethnographic survey courses of Africa limit themselves to Sub-Saharan Africa, this Title VI-A grant module will allow me to expand my new course to cover the whole of the African continent. Specifically I will use my first-hand experiences gained as a result of this grant project, along with the assistance of my two consultants as described below under methodology, to help my students investigate contemporary life in Morocco along its many dimensions: urban and rural, Arab and Berber, rich and poor.  
“Narrative description of the project” (6,7,8): Since this is a new course created specifically for this project, there is no “course before the module was inserted.” The Moroccan information (or module) will be spread throughout the entire course as we consider the different aspect of African life, and will also be concentrated into a final section as a case study looking solely at Moroccan cultures. Specifically, students will read articles, watch videos, visit web sites, review a voice-annotated PowerPoint slideshow, and complete question sets and online exams as part of the final section of the course dealing with Morocco. A special exercise for unit will be an “Interview a Moroccan college student” exercise, as described below in the “Methodology” section.  The “changes the students will experience as a result of the module” include a better understanding of the cultural similarities and differences between North Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa considered in the rest of the course. For a basic outline of the learning unit, and a sample handout, please see the course syllabus below and the accompanying PowerPoint.
Objectives of Module in Class (5): A primary objective of this module is to help students view North African cultures as complete systems, by analyzing their component parts and their connections to the environment. This complements the overall course objective to better learn the course and character of cultural developments in Africa, and to study Africa’s place in the world, through specific case studies.
Methodology: As part of a unit on North Africa, students will visit web sites, read articles from their course pack by various authors and my own online essays, watch videos and my PowerPoint lectures, participate in online bulletin board discussions, compose answers to a set of 12 questions, and complete an online exam. More specific to this grant project, the module will also contain two activities developed in conjunction with my expert consultants. 
1. Dr. John Shoup, a cultural anthropologist at Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane, Morocco, is serving as my area expert. As such, and in addition to feedback on my course as a whole, he has agreed to facilitate an exchange of email addresses between our students. The assignment for my students will be to interview a Moroccan college student and write an essay on what they learn. Participation for Dr. Shoup’s students (probably from his “Introduction to Cultural Anthropology” course) will be voluntary, but they will receive extra credit for taking part. My students will jointly develop (as an earlier bulletin board exercise) a common set of minimal questions to ask, but the interviews themselves should extend beyond the basic framework. Because written questions and answers take more time and effort, and do not lend themselves as readily to exploring new topics, students will be encouraged to utilize the internet to hold an actual conversation (in English). There are numerous programs (such as Skype and Yahoo Messenger) that allow free “phone calls” between two computers connected to the Internet, and many of these also allow video so the two students could see each other as well (as is common in cyber cafes around the world). Once students are assigned partners and provided with email addresses, it is expected that they themselves can arrange a time and method for their interview, or at a minimum, they can simply conduct their interview through email. Given what could be a complex process, sufficient time will be allowed for the completion of this project. 
2. Laura El Hage Chehade, an Arabic instructor in the St. Louis area, is serving as my language expert consultant. As such, she has shared with me online activities that can impress upon students the deep connections between language and culture, in this case Arabic. Rather than create new content for this activity, I will have the students visit a pre-existing web site that Chehade already uses in the teaching of introductory Arabic 1. The goal of this online exercise will not be to solely teach my anthropology students Arabic, but to stress upon them how the learning of foreign languages can help us better understand other world views (and thus makes sense within an anthropology course.)
Student Outcomes (9,10): Assessment will be on-going and multi-directional for this new online course. Students will provide their assessments through postings and discussions on the class bulletin board, emails, a formal course evaluation from St. Charles Community College, the mandated Missouri course evaluation questions, more course-specific pre- and post-semester exercises that will attempt to measure the impact of ANT 224, and the pre- and post-tests provided by MCGE as part of this overall project. The instructor’s assessments will come in response to the students’ formal and informal writings, research essays, question sets, online exams, and on campus final exam, culminating in the assignment of a course grade. As an online course, students will receive written feedback (in the form of WebCT emails) from the instructor for every assignment and exercise in the course. The online exams are objects and students will receive instant feedback from the WebCT program. Student writing in this course will be assessed by a holistic rubric which looks at content, quality, and factual accuracy of the writing, and suggestions for improvement will be included in the written responses. 
List of Resources (11,12,13): Since ANT 224 will be a new course, created during the spring and summer of 2009, I am providing a provisional syllabus as it currently stands. As an online course the “module” will rely heavily on web technologies, potentially including video chat programs such as Skype or Yahoo Messenger. The “course outline” can be seen in the syllabus below, as can the bibliography of novels and articles and films which the students will use in this course. Many of the articles listed can be found in Perspectives on Africa: A Reader in Culture, History, and Representation (1997) edited by Grinker and Steiner. Among the resources I personally am using to help create this course is Kevin Shillington’s History of Africa, and my own ethnographic research in Madagascar and along the Swahili coast, and now in Morocco as well thanks to this project.
 Peoples and Cultures of Africa 
Course Syllabus (as of March 2009)
ANT 224 – N1, Fall 2009

St. Charles Community College

Instructor: Prof. William Griffin

Office: SSB 1104 C, 922-8465

All email for our course will be handled through the WebCT program itself, which I generally check most weekday mornings.

On campus office hours are Tues. & Thurs.: 9-10, 11:30-1; Weds. 9-11

Please note: If you have any problems with the WebCT program itself, please call SCC’s Help Desk at 636-922-8555.


Welcome to a study of Africa! 

Africa is huge - in its size, population, diversity, and importance. Our goal for this survey course is to take an anthropological approach to the study of the continent, to come to a better understanding of not only Africa and Africans, but also of ourselves and of the modern world in which we live. You must have your own reasons for taking this class and for wanting to study Africa (which I will invite you to share with others on our bulletin board in the first question set). The course schedule below lists a number of topics and peoples, but I hope this course will still allow you to develop and pursue your own interests. At the end of the day, all meanings are personal, and I trust you will be able to find something relevant to you among the many topics we will be studying.

The course will be divided, somewhat arbitrarily, into four large units. I say that because the topics we’ll cover are all interrelated, and will thus require some jumping around between subjects, areas, and even time periods. As an online course, you will have the freedom to schedule the work when you want during the week. However, you will be submitting an assignment each week of the semester, to both spread out the workload and help keep people from falling behind. If you know there is a week you won’t be able to work on this course, you will need to work ahead and submit the assignments early (though some additional course content will only be revealed as we work our way through the semester). Online courses have their advantages, but this course will still require a great deal of work on your part – thinking, reading, and writing – and it will help if you can approach it with an enthusiastic and determined attitude. 

Instead of the traditional textbook, the Readings for our course will primarily be found within the WebCT program itself: either my own writings or links I’ll provide to the works of others (taken from articles, books, websites, and our library resources). Note: to read many of these you will need the ability to read Adobe Acrobat files on your computer (.pdf files) and the ability to log into the SCC library’s databases (SCC’s help desk can assist you with these sorts of issues). In addition to the readings, you will also find online “lectures” for each week, which are voice annotated PowerPoint shows that you will need to watch. In addition, you will also need to purchase (or find at a library) an 8 hour National Geographic video series entitled Africa, and two novels set among the Ibo of West Africa: Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart (1959) and Buchi Emecheta's The Joys of Motherhood (1979). The videos, available on DVD or on VHS tape with closed captioning, and the two novels can be purchased new or used from SCC’s bookstore or any other retailer or online marketplace. 


The final grades for this course will be based on the number of points you’ve accumulated through the various assignments. In terms of importance, there are 500 total points divided as follows:

Final Exam = 100 points

4 Unit Exams (25 points each) = 100 pts

4 Question Sets, including bulletin board postings (25 points each) = 100 points

Newspaper Assignment = 25 points

YouTube Assignment and Review = 25 points

Novel Essay = 70 points

Interview Assignment = 60 points

Pre and Post tests (10 points each) = 20 points

Of these possible points, the traditional 90 percents will be the A range (i.e. 450 points and above), above 80% the B range (above 400), 70% (above 350) the Cs, and 60% (above 300) the D range, below which is failing. There will be a few opportunities for extra credit points, which will usually involve postings on our WebCT bulletin board. To get us started, your first extra credit opportunity is to send me an email through WebCT during the first week of class saying that you have read and understand this syllabus … and you’ll get an extra credit point, simple as that.


When you first log in to the WebCT shell for our course, the first icon you will see listed is the link to this document, the course syllabus. The next icon labeled “course orientation” will link to a document that goes into greater detail on how our course will work, what it entails and what is expected. Following this will be the links for the 4 Units, each of which will take you to a page that contains all of the readings, the voice-annotated lectures, the set of 12 questions you’ll need to answer and email to me, and the exam for that unit. Below these Unit icons will be listed the 4 special assignments, exercises involving an African newspaper, the YouTube video site, the two West African novels, and an exercise where you will interview a fellow college student in Africa, potentially through an Internet conversation. These are listed separately on our main page because they are the first assignment due in each unit, and thus you will need to begin working on them long before the rest of the unit. Each of these will be further explained on the separate assignment pages, and I will be reminding you when you should begin the different projects through email. The bottom of our home page will contain the links to the email program, the bulletin board, the course calendar, your posted grades, and eventually a review sheet for the final exam and your chance to evaluate this course. Please pay attention to the due dates listed below in the course schedule (and on the course calendar), as all late work in this course will be penalized a point a day (up to a total of half the possible points). Since half credit is better than none, you’ll want to complete all of the assignments in this course, preferably on time and with college-level effort. 

I’m glad you’ve chosen to study Africa, I hope this course meets your expectations, and I welcome your contributions. 

Course Schedule: 
Course Orientation: Introductions & Stereotypes
Unit 1: The Context
Weeks 1 to 3: Geography & Prehistory, Human Origins & Bantu Expansion, Language & Race

Focus Culture:  Swahili

Readings: Stringer & McKie, Thorne & Wolpoff, Bohannan

Watch:  Black Kingdoms of the Nile & The Swahili Coast (PBS series, will change to NatGeo)
Assignments due by: 

Sept. 16 - Pre-Test

Sept. 23 - Newspaper Assignment 

Sept. 30 - Question Set 1

Sept 30 - Online Exam 1

Unit 2: “Traditional” Africa

Weeks 4 to 6: Tribes and other socio-political systems, food, and economics

Focus Culture: !Kung San

Readings: Lee, Turnbull, Denbow & Wilmsen, Solway & Lee, Grinker
Watch:  The Slave Kingdoms

Assignments due by: 

Oct. 7 - YouTube Assignment 

Oct 14 - Question Set 2

Oct 21 - Online Exam 2

Unit 3: African Minds

Weeks 7 to 9: Religion & the Ancestors, Art & Aesthetics, Gender

Focus Cultures: Nuer and Ibo

Readings: Evans-Pritchard, Lambo, Horton, Almagor
Watch:  The Holy Land & The Road to Timbuktu

Assignments due by: 

Oct 28 - Novel Assignment

Nov 4 - Question Set 3

Nov 11 - Online Exam 3

Unit 4: Contemporary Africa

Weeks 10 to 12: Contact & Colonialism, Post Colonialism & the 21st century, Case Studies

Focus Cultures: Madagascar and Morocco

Readings: Rodney, Ngugi, Salmon, Skinner, Saitoti, Diop, Appiah, Fagan
Watch:  Lost Cities of the South

Assignments due by: 

Nov 18 - Interview Assignment

Nov 24 - Question Set 4

Dec 2 - Online Exam 4

Dec 9 - Post Test 

Final Exam in Person

Monday Dec. 7, 5-7pm in room SSB 2401 (or)

Tuesday Dec. 8, 7-9pm in room SSB 2401

Note: you can only attend 1 of the final exams, and if you are unable to attend (either you live outside the St. Louis region or for some other reason), it may be possible to arrange for the test to be proctored at your school’s testing center. 

The Fine Print (things required to be on SCC syllabi):

· The last day to drop this class and still receive a “W” is Nov. 6. 

· To request academic accommodations for this class, please contact the Office of Accessibility Services (SC 133, 636-922-8247). Updated documentation must be on file and reviewed prior to approval for any accommodations.

· Submitted assignments will generally require a week to finish the grading once all have been turned in, and every attempt will be made to return them to you in a timely manner.

· The college defines “excessive absence” as more than 1 week’s worth of classes missed. Online courses are more flexible in their scheduling, but points will be docked for late submissions as described above. Procrastinating in this class will lead to problems, I urge you to stay on top of the workload.

· Cheating and Plagiarism: Any information, arguments, or data which are not your own and are not general, common knowledge, must be properly cited and credited. Please do not submit work that is not your own. Ignoring this warning will produce an “F” grade in this course.

· As mandated for SCC general education courses, anthropology courses should foster your “higher order thinking” and “managing information” skills. In part, this comes from the critical work of creating and critiquing logical arguments concerning social processes, mastering a given body of information within a certain time period, and learning to discover patterns and derive meanings that go beyond descriptions towards explanations. If you have any questions about the “general educational” value of this course, please ask. 
