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IMMERSION TRIP - Morocco
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Evaluation/results
Given that this academic inspired trip was part of a Title VIA Grant from the federal government, the federal government ( and the MCCA and the individual colleges) is interested in assessing how useful the general cultural immersion trip to Morocco was to the participants. Individual goals could not be completely accommodated but do feel free to share how your experience benefitted you in general, your individual project, ultimately your college (who paid for the trip) and how the trip will be reflected in your teaching. Thank you. 

Please circle your answer and add any comments below each question.
Pre Departure 

1. The pre-departure orientation meeting prepared me well for the trip:

Strongly Agree
(3)

Agree
(5)

Disagree
(1)

Strongly 

N/A  



















Disagree

Comments: 
-Very well organized. Meeting with Rich and Dave was very useful.

-It was helpful for me.

2. The reading material I had in advance helped me pack and prepare for the trip:
	

	Strongly Agree
(2)

Agree
(6)

Disagree
(1)

Strongly 

   N/A
 













        Disagree 



	


Comments:
-I ordered several books which were very helpful.
3. Overall, the preparation in advance of the trip made participants feel comfortable and ready to travel.
	Strongly Agree
(3)

Agree
(6)

Disagree


Strongly 

   N/A














        Disagree 




Comments:

-Advance meetings were very helpful. Information provided was very useful. I liked all the presentations. Two Lisas did an exceptionally good job. Thank you. 
-Yes the Lisas leadership made me quite prepared.
TRIP Leaders 
Rich and Dave of Tramp Imperial were hired to organize and manage the trip based on MCCA guidelines. Please share with us how Tramp Imperial provided a successful trip to Morocco and how they could have improved upon the experience.

4. The Trip leaders were knowledgeable about safety issues in the country:
	Strongly Agree
(6)

Agree
(3)

Disagree


Strongly 

   N/A













                Disagree 




Comments:

-Rich, Dave and Hamid were very careful regarding individuals’ safety.
-Trip leaders changed itinerary from day to day i.e. you will have to pay admission or we will buy lunch and that changed daily.

5. The Trip leaders were knowledgeable about the cultural issues of the country:
	Strongly Agree
(6)

Agree
(3)

Disagree


Strongly 

   N/A














Disagree 




Comments:

-They complemented each other in their explanations.
6. The Trip leaders were helpful and responsive  to the group and to me personally:
	Strongly Agree
(8)

Agree
(1)

Disagree


Strongly 

   N/A













               Disagree 



	


Comments:

Very much so.
7. What could the trip leaders have done, if anything, to have made your trip experience better?  

-A group  meeting each evening explaining the next days’ plan would have helped. Not knowing the terrain for walking and even whether we would walk meant that two days I did not put on my boots.
-Shared their photos – burned disks for everyone with select photos before we left them.
-Better communication

-Stick to the itinerary better. Morning start times kept getting pushed back. Too many random café stops also frittered away time. This meant that some planned visit got cancelled. 

-If they could have made arrangements for me to visit a k-12 school. The one we went to was not pre-arranged and as 18 people showed up, the teacher was not happy. And we were not allowed to stay.

-They could have given us our printed schedules before we departed on our journey – several items were changed when we landed in Morocco.

IN COUNTRY Experience:
8. The balance of lectures, cultural events and sights – i.e. the components of the itinerary were appropriate:
	Strongly Agree
(4)

Agree
(5)

Disagree


Strongly 

   N/A














       Disagree 




What could have been added or deleted?
-I don’t think Tramp left anything out. It was a comprehensive tour.
-Deleted the tourist dinners where we had to dance.
-Too many Palace dinners
-Too many café breaks
-We only had one lecture.

-Slightly rushed, Meeting with medical experts could have been better organized.

9. The pacing of the itinerary was appropriate:
	Strongly Agree
(3)

Agree
(5)

Disagree  (1)

Strongly 

   N/A













               Disagree 




What would you have liked to have spent more time or less time visiting?
-The time was fine – well planned
-More time visiting smaller villages, less time driving.
-Mountain area
-There was plenty of time to visit and relax
-Once again – uncertain and slightly rushed, result – some people got very sick during the last part of the journey.

10. The condition of the academic meeting facilities was appropriate

Strongly Agree
(2)

Agree
(5)

Disagree


Strongly 

   N/A  (2)














      Disagree 

Comments: 
-Could have been better organized
11. The condition of the transportation was appropriate.
Strongly Agree
(5)

Agree
(3)

Disagree (1)


Strongly 

   N/A














       Disagree 

Comments:
-We had excellent drivers in two nice vans.
-Our drivers were very polite and exceptionally good.
12. The condition of the housing was appropriate.

Strongly Agree
(5)

Agree
(4)

Disagree

Strongly 

   N/A














   Disagree 

Comments: 

-It was wonderful – the most beautiful hotels anyone could imagine. 
-Reasonably good hotels.
13. The quality of food and dining conditions was appropriate

Strongly  (4)


Agree
(5)

Disagree


Strongly 

   N/A
Agree












Disagree 

Comments: 

-The food and dining situations were excellent.
-Did not need to go to 2 tourist dinners with belly dancers, etc. One would have been perfect.
-Replace Couscous with anything else
14. The quality of interaction with locals was appropriate

Strongly  (4)


Agree
(4)

Disagree (1)


Strongly 

   N/A
Agree












Disagree 

Comments: 

-As a woman, I was constrained by the dominant male culture. Although I was fully aware of restrictions prior to the trip, I am accustomed to striking out on walks by myself and conversing at will with all people. 
-Did not have a chance to interact with the locals.
-A local family greeted us well – we are very thankful for that.

15. The quality of the interaction with other group participants was appropriate

Strongly  (4)

Agree
(5)

Disagree


Strongly 

   N/A
Agree











Disagree 

Comments: 

-It was Ok for me but there were quite a few times when various younger members of the group were criticized. 
-Some members behaved inappropriately.

-Exceptionally good group. We cared about each other and got along very well.
16. The special needs of the participants was dealt with in an appropriate manner

Strongly  (6)


Agree
(3)

Disagree


     Strongly 

   N/A
Agree













Disagree 

Comments: 

-Two members were vegetarian and had nicely prepared substitute meat dishes. My roommate was sick and Dave took care of her, carefully checking up on her. 
-I was diabetic and could not eat sugar. Dave from Tramp Imperial brought me sweet and low. Very impressive. I am very thankful to Rich and Dave for looking after my vegetarian and diabetic needs.
Trip Organizers:

Please feel free to add comments about the organization of the trip by the co-Directors of the grant, Lisa Hollander and Lisa Spaulding.  

-Thank you both for all the time and energy you exhorted on our behalf, as a group. 
-One Lisa seemed unhappy doing this job, was not always clear with instructions and made things more pressured than they needed to be. 
-As one spouse was allowed to go, I think the directors should have told all participants and opened it up to other spouses. The spouse also travelled on a markedly reduced price. Their anniversary was not during the trip as they indicated. It would have been appropriate to offer this experience to other spouses at the same rate Chris paid. 
-Organization of the two Lisas was superb. They were excellent in all aspects – Two Lisas – thank you. 
PLEASE TAKE TIME TO SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS. 

a.
What was the highlight or most rewarding aspect of your experience on this trip?

-Learning and experiencing so much about Morocco



-Marrakesh – market and free time
-Just being in Morocco and the sightseeing
-1) I experienced being inside the most beautiful building in the world (both spiritually and architecturally) – the Hassan II mosque. 2) The Berber people represented a population concerned with ecology, saving and conserving
-Interaction with colleagues and locals
-I enjoyed almost every second
-Travelling to a beautiful country with respected and interesting colleagues. Watching the stars in the Sahara desert.
b.
What was the low or least rewarding aspect of your experience on this trip? 
-People that complained

-Too much time in vans
-Long bus drives
-The group dynamics were ajar. If the group had more cohesion, it would have been a perfect trip. 
-Poor communication in the beginning; poor attitude of some travelers
-Being harassed by the Moroccan security forces on our departure
-The many hours on the bus. The partial truths of the trip leaders and the 2 hour camel ride in the desert that was only ½ hour. 
c.    After considering time and cost, do you feel that the trip to Morocco was worthwhile?




___8____ Yes

________ No

-It was an amazing trip – the greatest trip I will ever take



d .  Please report how your experience benefitted you in general, your individual project, ultimately your college (who paid for the trip) and how the trip will be reflected in your teaching:

-The trip allowed me to add new content and current information to my classes that would otherwise not be there. 
-In general: expanded my horizons/Individual project: I now know what I am talking about/college: quality of my infused courses will improve which will impact multiple students; knowledge and experiences will be used for presentations, etc; experience has made me a better champion of expanding our students’ outlook of the world.
-As a teacher of cultural diversity and history, I gained a deeper insight of Gnawa culture. I was able to dance, sing and play the Tbola (drum) with two Gnawi groups – very impressive first hand experiences. I felt that Morocco gave me a greater appreciation for Muslim values, although I have been teaching Islamic principles in all of my classes since I started at my college. I hope that awareness of Moroccan Arabic will give me a chance to teach my students some usage of an important language of the world.

-Could never bring the culture to a classroom through a book; a truly wonderful and educational experience; my personal experience and photos will be a main source of information. 
-I learned an awful lot about everyone else’s projects as well as mine. All of that knowledge has been useful. I’ve already started using that knowledge in my classes.
-Travelling in other countries has so many benefits. The cultural experience and learning how we are the same and not so different. I learned of a Moroccan folk hero and bought many of his books – my understanding of the rich history of storytelling in their culture has grown. Visiting with the principal of a high school expanded my view of education around the world. We observed and visited many regions of Morocco and how the peoples and landscapes are a rich tapestry.  
e.Any other comments?

-Yes – I loved sleeping in the desert in the camel hairtent, under a thick Berber blanket.
-Thank you for an amazing trip.
THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO SHARE YOUR OPINIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.

Lisa Spaulding (spauldinglm@hotmail.com), and Lisa Hollander (LHolland@jeffco.edu)

Co-Directors of the Title VIA Grant, 2007-2010

Please return to Lisa Hollander by July 15th 2009 (postage paid envelope provided)
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