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3. Africa Globalization Course: Introduction to Criminal Justice/ CRJU 101 

Course Title:  Introduction to Criminal Justice is not a new course but a foundation course in the criminal justice program. All criminal justice students must take this class. The average number of students enrolled per semester is 25.

4. Semester Course: This module will be offered Fall, 2008. This course involves expanding units of the Introduction to Criminal Justice Course through a comparative analysis of criminal justice integrating aspects of Senegal laws and the evolution of laws, policies and practices related to Africans and African-Americans that can be traced to the Transatlantic Diaspora. Based upon the amount of information collected, consideration is being given to seek a human diversity designation for this course. Methods of instructional delivery will include utilize power point, web-sites, guess speakers (Islamic scholars and African professors) internet assignments and films critiques. 

 

5. Method of Instructional Delivery:  For the Fall 2008 course, the class would integrate in both introduction, police and court units of the course information that would provide a basic rationale explaining the disproportionate number of African Americans that are stopped, arrested, brought to trial and convicted.  By introducing the evolution of policies, practices and laws associated with the transatlantic slave trade, students will be able to more critically examine the criminal justice system and criminal stereotypes. This course will require students to contrast processes and policies for addressing African and African- Americans and challenge them to develop processes and policies to address generational problems from both the criminal justice and community perspectives. 

 

Course Outcomes:
By infusing this global component to the Introduction to Criminal Justice Course, three additional outcomes are added to the course. 

Additional Course Outcomes are:

· Describe and compare the legal processes and practices associated Senegal and North America at the time of the transatlantic slave trade. 

· Analyze social political dynamics of the victimization and the devaluation of humans through the Diaspora and lack of value for life in American inner cities. 

· Trace the historical trauma associated with the transatlantic African Diaspora to African-American criminality. 

 
 
 

Original Course Outcomes:
· Explain the relationships between the three subsystems to the overall Criminal Justice system from the criminal act to sentencing/appeal. 

· Identify the 1st,4th,5th,6th,8th and 14th Amendments as applied in the implementation of the law. 

· List court cases related to the 1st,4th,5th,6th,8th and 14th Amendments 

· Identify and define key terminology used with the criminal justice system 

· Discuss future directions of the criminal justice system 

 
 

6. Narrative Description of the Project: 
 

The Introduction to Criminal Justice course in Chapter 1 provides students with a basic concepts, terminology and subsystems of the Criminal Justice System. These subsystems, police, courts and corrections are presented through legal practices and policies, case law and correctional procedures. This course provides a broader view of the criminal justice field in terms of diversity, globalization, employment and new developments. The infusion of material in Chapter 1 will introduce students to a legal history related to Senegal and the transatlantic Diaspora. Student will examine policies, practices and laws that only impacted Africans and enslaved Africans subsequently, the African Americans.   

Chapters 4-6 introduces students to the roles of law enforcement, procedural laws, racial profiling and police abuse. Globalization of these units will analyze social political dynamics of victimization and the devaluing of humans through the legal processes and practices beginning with the Diaspora compared to the lack of value and disregard of black life in American inner cities. The introduction of this module will state the transatlantic African Diaspora appears to correlate with a discriminate legal system flawed by violent treatment, victimization and unjust punishment. This module examines the residual effects of this experience on the American Criminal Justice system. Students will participate in a historical trauma project analyzing the possible culmination of historic legal, socially accepted violence leading to an urban pathology and trauma. 

Traditionally, Chapters 7-8 are taught discussing the court systems and the application of justice. This course will add civil rights court cases that legislated an American Legal Caste system. Students will work on the case of “Who Killed TuPac?”  
 
 

The anticipated changes by infusing  legal history in these modules affecting student learning and experiences would be the creation of a more analytical view of crime and it causations, needed policy changes to affect criminality and a rise in the level of social consciousness of students. 
 
 

7. Basic Course Outline: 

       
A. Criminal Justice and the Legal System (Chapters 1-2)
I. Transatlantic Slavery, Policies and Humanity Lost 

A. The Human Product at Goree Island 

B. Departure from the legal and social system of Islam 

C. The Transatlantic Journey: Policy and Practice 

 

II. Policing: Purpose and Organization / Legal Aspect(Chapters 4-5) 

              The Making of the African-American      

                    a) Destruction of the African Roots

b) The dehumanizing legal system

c) Slave indoctrination

                     d) The establishment of the Black Codes 

III. We Wear A Mask*   (Chapter 5 cont’d) 

A. America’s  Legal Caste System 

Emancipation Proclamation, 13th & 14th Amendments 

Plessey versus Ferguson/ Enactment of Jim Crow Laws 

B. Housing Polices and the Development of the Ghetto 

C. Brown versus the Board of Education and the Civil Rights Movement 

  
IV.      Rise of American Tribalism and Inner City Violence 
A. Death of  King and the Aftermath 

B. Urban Pathology 

C. Drug Proliferation & Gang Activity 

D. Residual Effects of Slavery Visited 

 

    Lectures: 
I. Transatlantic Slavery, Policies and Humanity Lost 

This lecture complements Chapters 1-2 of the text focusing on

  Criminal Law

                           Lecture Notes:
A. The Human Product at Goree Island 

The history and location of Goree Island to Senegal 

The influx of Portuguese & Dutch route for spices and gold resulted in human cargo (removal of 15-30 million Africans) 

One of the more infamous slave ports  (Door of No Return 

Historic Senegal was part of a theocracy rooted in Islam 

African slave presumed better for enslavement than Native Americans 

Symbolism of Senegal found in America. The Baobab tree Senegal is where justice and important issues were raised and the moringa oleifera (medicine tree) compared to the lynching trees of America.  The division of the Maison des Esclaves were           comprised of “grandeur and grace” on the upper floors for slave traders and persons of mixed blood and the lower floors housed captured Africans. But both groups residing within the same structure. Comparative view of residential accommodations arguably symbolic of segregation within the United States and the plantation structure. 

Brutality associated with enslavement, policy related to slavery on during transatlantic transportation. ( Physical and sexual abuse, inhumane treatment and conditions, and source of entertainment on  slave trips) 

Creation of psychological and physical trauma and beginning of journey towards historic violence.  

 

II. The Making of the African American 

This lecture will be integrated into police subsystem of criminal justice found in Chapters 4-5 of the text. 

            Lecture  Notes: 
A. Destruction of African Roots 

The legal dehumanization of Africans through public auctions and sales 

The removal of any and all legal protection for the African. The African has become chattel under the law. 

Legal system protects the slave system providing no recourse to sexual and physical abuse. 

The Black Codes inculcate a criminal justice system that views black as enslaved subhuman beings. 

III. We Wear A Mask* 

These lectures will continue looking at legal aspects of policing. Students will received a copy of the poem We Wear A Mask by Paul Lawrence Dunbar and discuss its relevance to the legal system.

· A contrast of the legal system will be presented based on the 

Plessey versus Ferguson Case/ Development of Jim Crow Laws

· Discussion of the American Caste System based upon race and 

gender.

· Housing Policies will be introduced using Fair Housing Laws. Discussion of the development of the ghetto and crime based upon fair housing policies. 

IV. Rise of American Tribalism and Inner City Violence (Chapters 7-8) 

These lectures focus on the disproportionate number of African Americans who are part of the Criminal Justice system.

· Urban Violence as a form of tribalism is discussed by looking at 

African Tribalism and Inner City Violence

· Urban Pathology is introduced by looking at the results of historic 

trauma of African American people. 

      
8. Copies of Student Assignments 

Student assignments for Lecture I will include:
               - Comparative analysis of the Islamic Law to American Law

                   Students will compare and contrast the Islamic legal system to America Legal 

                    System. Since laws are not static what changes have been made.

                - Identifying symbolism associated with African tradition to the American         

                   legal social system

                 - Students will identify African symbols which became negative symbols in America  

            

          Student assignments for Lecture II will include:

              -   Discussion of the meaning of chattel slavery and the denial of legal rights

                    A Black Board Discussion Topic: Chattel Slavery will allow students to post 

                   definitions on this term and discuss the dehumanizing factors.               

                -    Historical Trauma and Crime
                     Students will be given a case to map historical trauma predicting possible criminal 

                      or non-criminal outcomes.   

               Student assignment for Lecture III will include:
                -    Students will research “Who Killed Tupac” after viewing the film Thug Angel.  
                      This research paper will explore elements of the murder and discuss if it is a form of

                       tribalism.

                    . 

9. Student evaluations rubrics of these assignments: 

	Assignments
	Grade 25 pts.
	Grade 20 pts.
	Grade 15 pts.
	Grade 10 pts.

	Comparative Analysis of Islamic Law/ American Law
	Identify five laws 

similar laws, discuss their significance relevance to the contemporary legal system, and if the law was rooted in the diaspora or slavery. 
	Identify five similar laws, discuss their significance and relevance to the contemporary legal system
	Identify five similar laws and their significance to order maintenance
	Identify five similar laws from both categories of law

	Identify symbols within the African tradition and relate them to the American legal social system
	Identify four African symbols an associate them to the American legal and/or social system.
	Identify three African symbols an associate them with the American legal and/or social system.
	Identify two African symbols  an associate them with the American legal and/or  social system.
	List an African symbol and it’s relationship to the legal-social system.

	Discussion of Chattel Slavery on BB
	Post a definition, share your insights regarding the meaning, describe the impact on possible criminal behavior and identify a criminal stereotype associated with chattel slavery
	Post a definition, share your insights regarding the meaning and describe the impact on possible criminal behavior.
	Post a definition and share your insights regarding this meaning.
	Post a definition for chattel slavery

	Review, examine, list and parallel the types of historic trauma related to a case study.
	List two types of violence related to historic trauma, compare  crimes to contemporary issues, describe the similarities, the type of enforcement, and the social political reaction.
	List two types  of violence related to historic trauma and compare to contemporary issues; describe the similarities and the type of enforcement.
	List two types of violence related to  historic trauma. and compare contemporary issues and the similarity between the two. 
	List two types of violence related to historic trauma. 

	Who Killed Tupac Assignment?
	Respond to the questions regarding the assignment. Review files found in the Freedom of Information Act.  And cite  four additional sources
	Respond to the questions regarding the assignment. Review files found in the Freedom of Information Act  and cite three additional sources
	Respond to questions regarding the assignment Review files found in the Freedom of Information Act and cite two additional sources.
	Respond to questions regarding the assignment. Review files found in the Freedom of Information Act and cite two additional sources


 
 
 

10. Overall assessment by the instructor of this module: 
a) Students will participate in a ten item (10) pre and post test on crime and criminal profile. Three questions will focus on stereo types. No numerical weighed will be given to the test. The test is assessment the student’s knowledge base and knowledge gain.

b) Four multiple choice test (40 items for each exam) will be given based upon the Criminal Justice test bank. Each exam will have ten questions associated from the global education lecture notes.

c) Students will provide compare a the Senegal legal system to the American System ( 25 pts)

d) Students will discussed Chattel Slavery on the Black Board (25pts.)

e)  Students will create a historic trauma criminal case (25pts)

f)  Student will research “Who Killed Tupac” (25pts)

11. The use of technology necessary/ideal for the implementation of the module:  
The course will use Black Board and other technology to expand the course. Through the use of the internet, student will be able to travel in time with an appropriate backdrop enabling them to understand the cultural factors that shaped the American Criminal Justice System . 
 
 

12. Bibliography of the resources used by students for this module:  

 

             Website Link:          

             AFRICAN AMERICAN HOLOCAUST 

             African and African-American culture and traditions - The Baobab Tree 

            Ayanna - Islam, Colourism and the Myth of Black African Slave Traders 

            History of Senegal and Islamic Law - Google Search 

             Race, Racism, & American Law - Home 

            Religious Traditions of the African Diaspora Senegal 

          

       

            Text Book:
            Schmallenger, Frank. Criminal Justice: A Brief Introduction. Pearson 
                Prentice Hall Publisher. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey,2008 

13. Bibliography of the instructor’s resources. 

 

Websites:
            AFRICAN AMERICAN HOLOCAUST 

           African and African-American culture and traditions - The Baobab Tree 

          Ayanna - Islam, Colourism and the Myth of Black African Slave Traders 

          History of Senegal and Islamic Law - Google Search 

           Race, Racism, & American Law - Home 

           Religious Traditions of the African Diaspora Senegal
           African American Odyssey The Civil Rights Era (Part.2) 

           Civil Rights Time Line 

            Text Books: 
             Conyers, James L.  Law,  Culture & Africana Studies. Africana Studies, 
              Volume, 2.  Transaction Publisher, New Brunswick, 2008
             Schmallenger, Frank. Criminal Justice: A Brief Introduction. Pearson 
                Prentice Hall Publisher. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey,2008
             Films:
             Spielberg, Steven (1997). Amistad 
              Gerima,Haile (1993) Sankofa
              Guggenheim, Charles (2004)  A Time for Justice
              Spirer, Peter (2002). Thug Angel: Life of An Outlaw
         

   

