MCCA/MCGE TITLE VI-A
YEAR TWO FINAL PROJECT 

NORTH AFRICA
1. Name:

Dorian A. Brown
2. College:
St. Louis Community College - Forest Park
3. Course Title and Number:

African-American History I (HST 137)
4. Semesters Course will be offered:
Fall 2009, Spring 2010, Fall 2010
· Delivery Methods:
Lecture, student participation, film
· Anticipated enrollment:
30 students per section
5. Course Outcomes:


· Students will understand the basic outlines of West African geography and culture.
· Students will understand the basic outlines of North African human geography.
· Students will understand the developments of various West African civilizations.
· Students will understand the developments of various North African civilizations that had significant influence in West Africa.
· Students will understand the role of religion in West African societies.
· Students will learn about the spread and influence of Islam throughout North and West Africa as well as learning about the religion itself.
· Students will understand the development of the slave trade in Africa prior to European arrival.
· Students will learn about the Trans-Saharan trade that existed between North and West Africa prior to and simultaneously with the Trans-Atlantic trade.
· Students will understand the early status of Blacks and early systems of labor, other than slavery, in the British colonies.
· Students will understand the reasons for, and the development of, a system of chattel slavery in America
· Students will understand the influence of the American Revolution, Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution on Black people in America
· Students will understand the role and influence of various forces in the early American republic that were either for or against slavery.
· Students will understand the characteristics of the institution of slavery in the United States.
· Students will understand the development of free Black communities throughout the United States during the era of slavery.
· Students will understand the development of the abolition movement in the United States.
· Students will understand the key events leading up to the Civil War, including the Wilmot Proviso, the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the Dred Scott decision, John Brown’s raid, and the election of 1860.
· Students will understand the Emancipation Proclamation, including its terms, why it was issued, as well as its effect and reaction.
· Students will understand the differing reactions of former slaves to freedom, and the efforts of freedmen to participate in politics and gain their civil rights.
· Students will understand the facets of Reconstruction under Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, and the Radical Republican, as well as the South’s reaction to their plans.
· Students will understand the origins, meanings, and effects of the Civil War Amendments, the Enforcement Acts, and the Civil Rights Act of 1875.
· Students will understand how the South reacted to change with growing violence through terrorist organizations such as the Ku Klux Klan, and the various methods and effects of attempts to “redeem” southern states.
6. Narrative Description of the Project:

· Before the module:
· Before the module was inserted, students only learned about West Africa because the overwhelming majority of the people that were brought to America as slaves came from the coast of West Africa.  There was very little, if any, discussion about North Africa.  There was only a very brief mention of North African groups like the Almoravids and Almohads that invaded West African kingdoms, such as Ghana, Mali, and Songhay.
· Description of the module:
· This module will introduce North Africa into the portion of the course concerned with West Africa.  It will illustrate the influence of North Africa on West African history, religion, language, and culture.
· Changes resulting from the module:
· Students will learn about the human geography of North Africa.
· Students will receive a detailed history of the Almoravids, the Almohads, and the Sa’di Dynasty (specifically Sultan Ahmad al-Mansur), North African groups that invaded and conquered various parts of West Africa.
· Students will learn about the religion of Islam, and its spread and influence throughout West Africa.
· Students will learn about the Trans-Saharan trade between North and West Africa.
· Students will learn about the influence of North Africa on various aspects of West African culture, particularly language.
7. Basic outline of the learning unit:  {Four 1 hr and 15-min class periods}

· Class Period #1

· North and West African Geography
· Pre-Test on the geography of North and West Africa
· Map of Africa Today
· Location of countries in North And West Africa
· Languages spoken in each country
· Various Berber dialects
· Discussion of Arabic
· Discussion of Wolof
· Discussion of Fulani
· Major ethnic groups present in each country
· Map of Africa before 1884 – 1885
· Discuss differentiation from map of Africa today
· Class Period #2

1. Islam
· History of Islam
1. Life of Muhammad
2. The Qur’an
3. Religious Institutions
A. The Mosque
B. The Five Pillars
4. The Caliphate
5. Variations within Islam
A. The Sunnis
B. The Shi’ites
6. Muslim Calendar and Holy Days
· Other Influential religions
1. Judaism
2. Christianity
3. Relationship with Islam
· Supporting Materials

A. Hopfe, Lewis and Woodward, Mark R.  Religions of the World, 8th edition, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001.
· Class Period#3
1. History of North and West Africa

· History of the Maghrib
1. Refers collectively to the four countries of Morocco, Tunisia, Libya, Algeria, and Mauritania
A. Area from the western borders of Egypt to the Atlantic Ocean
i. Recognizes the dominant religious and cultural influence of Islam within the region
2. Literally means “Land of the Sunset”
3. Became historically relevant after the arrival of the Phoenicians during the 2nd millennium B.C.E.
4. Inhabited by Berbers
A. Derived from the Latin “barbari”, English “barbarian”
i. Refers to those who spoke neither Latin nor Greek
B. Early Greek writers referred to the indigenous population of the Maghrib as “Libyans”
i. Comes from the Egyptian term “Libn”, which they used to refer to one of the tribes on their western border
ii. By 3rd century B.C.E., Greeks used “Libyan” to refer to non-Phoenicians living within Carthage
iii. Other Berbers were known as “Numidians”, the nomads
C. Berbers refer to themselves as “Imazighen” (singular – Amazigh) meaning the noble or free born
D. Arabs adopted Berber name and created an adjective, “barbari”, meaning primitive and foreign
· History of the Almoravids and Almohads
1. Almoravids
A. Nomads known to the Arabs as “al-mulaththamun”, the muffled, because the men wore a “litham”, face-muffler
B. Sanhaja people
i. Three Principle Tribes – Lamtuna, Guddala, Massufa
ii. Massufa exercised dominant influence on trade relations between the Maghrib and the Soninke state of Ghana
iii. Lamtuna controlled Awdaghust, and important southern part of the caravan routes and exercised political influence over the Black peoples with whom the Maghribi traders dealt
i. Ruler Tin Yarutan is said to have had more than twenty Sudanese kings as tributaries
ii. Awdaghust became controlled by the kings of Ghana in 990 C.E., but Almoravids reconquered it in 1054 C.E.
C. Introduced to Islam in the 9th century C.E.
i. Knowledge of religion was rudimentary
i. No observation of basic religious obligations
ii. Reform came from Yahya b. Ibrahim, chief of Guddala after his pilgrimage to Mecca in 1035 C.E.
i. Helped unify tribes
ii. Created an organized Islamic community
iii. Established a public treasury
iii. Opposition from other tribal leaders
iv. Ibrahim retreated with a small number of followers and created a reforming movement called the “al-Murabitun”
i. A “ribat” is a fortified sanctuary and a “Marabout” is a holy man
ii. “Almoravid” is a Spanish corruption of the Arabic name
2. Almohads
A. Islamic reform movement founded by Ibn Tumart in 1122 C.E.
i. Returned to his homeland in the southern Maghrib from his education in the East
ii. Sought to re-establish the original purity of the faith
i. Considered the Qur’an, the Prophetic traditions, and the practice of the Prophet’s companions as the objective material sources of Islamic Law
B. Transformed a stateless Berber society into a new Muslim community under religious and military discipline
i. Wrote in Berber language in an effort to bring people to the faith
C. Adherents were referred to as “al-Muwahhidun”, the Unitarians
i. Almohad is a Spanish corruption of the Arabic name
· Supporting Materials

1. Pennell, C.R.  Morocco: From Empire to Independence. Oxford: One World, 2003.
2. Brett, Michael and Fentress, Elizabeth.  The Berbers.  Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers, 1997.
3. Abun-Nasr, Jamil M.  A History of the Maghrib in the Islamic Period.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987.
4. Levtzion, Nehemia and Pouwels, Randall L., eds.   The History of Islam in Africa.  Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2000.
· Class Period #4
1. North African and Islamic Influence on West Africa
· Spread of Islam into West Africa
1. Kharijis (the Seceders)
A. Sijilmasa
i. City considered the ancient gateway to the Trans-Saharan trade
B. North African traders
I. Traded cloth and copperware for gold, ivory, and slaves
a. Trade with Sudan brought Black slaves in large numbers until the 19th century C.E.
b. Black slave troops fought for Muslim rulers since the 9th century C.E.
c. Islam allowed concubinage with slave girls which added a Black African element to the ethnic composition of the Maghrib
II. First carriers of Islam into West Africa
a. Maintained permanent residences and mosques in the northern market towns of the Sudanic kingdoms
III. Opponents of strong central political authority
a. Maintained small areas of control far from caliphs and religious scholars of Islam
· North African and Islamic Influence in West Africa
1. Expansion of Moroccan rule in West Africa
A. Ahmed al-Mansur
2. Religion
A. Blending of Islam and traditional West African religious practices
3. Language
A. Arabic
B. Wolof
C. Fulani
4. Culture
A. Historical accounts
i. Ibn Batutta
ii. Leo Africanus
· Supporting Materials
1. Film: Episode #3: “New Gods” from the Annenberg/CPB film series, The Africans: A Triple Heritage by Dr. Ali Mazrui
A. The entire episode discusses the competing ideals of traditional Africa, Christianity, Islam, and modernity.  I will only show the portion of the film that is concerned with North Africa and Islam’s influence on West African.
2. Ennaji, Mohammed.  Serving the Master: Slavery and Society in Nineteenth-Century Morocco.  New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999.
3. Smith, Richard L.  Ahmad al-Mansur: Islamic Visionary.  New York: Pearson Longman, 2006.
4. Trimingham, J. Spencer.  A History of Islam in West Africa. London: Oxford University Press, 1962.
5. Battuta, Ibn.  Ibn Battuta in Black Africa.  Princeton, NJ: Markus Weiner Publishers, 2003.
6. Robinson, David.  The Holy War of Umar Tal.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1985.
7. Levtzion, Nehemia and Pouwels, Randall L., eds.   The History of Islam in Africa.  Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2000.
8. Copies of Student Assignments:

· This module will mainly consist of lecture material based on the history of North and West Africa.  Students will be provided with a study guide to assist them with exam preparation.  The portion of the study guide containing the information about North and West Africa is attached.
· Students will be asked to write a reflective essay about Islam which will answer the following questions:
1. What have you learned about Islam that you didn’t know before?
2. Discuss the similarities and differences you see between Islam and Christianity.
3. Did this unit on Islam change your feelings about the religion?  How?  Why?
9. Student evaluations (rubrics) of these assignments:

· Questions on North Africa will comprise 20% - 25% of the questions on the first exam.
· Essay Grading Criteria
1. Ability to follow instructions
· Essay must be at least 1 – 3 full pages in length
· Essay must be typed and double-spaced
· Essay must include information from the textbook, lecture notes, and the film
2. Depth and development of the argument
3. Correctness of facts
4. Spelling and grammar
5. Essays will be checked for plagiarism, especially from the internet.
10. Overall assessments of this module:

· At the end of the module, students will be asked to respond to the following questions:
1. What did you like most about the North Africa module?
2. What did you like least about the North Africa module?
3. Did the module give you a new perspective on Islam?  Why or why not?
4. Was there any topic that you would have liked to spend more time on?
5. Was there any topic that you would have liked to spend less time on?
6. What is your overall assessment of the North Africa module?
11. Technology necessary/ideal for the implementation of this module:

· DVD’s
· Film
· Internet (for maps)
12. Bibliography of the resources used by the students for this module:
· www.mytravelguide.com
· www.worldmapsonline.com
· www.mapsofworld.com
· Hine, Darlene Clark and Hine, William C.  The African American Odyssey, Volume I, 3rd edition, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2006.
13. Bibliography of the resources I used in the development of this module:
· Hopfe, Lewis and Woodward, Mark R.  Religions of the World, 8th edition, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001.
· Pennell, C.R.  Morocco: From Empire to Independence. Oxford: One World, 2003.
· Brett, Michael and Fentress, Elizabeth.  The Berbers.  Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers, 1997.
· Abun-Nasr, Jamil M.  A History of the Maghrib in the Islamic Period.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987.
· Levtzion, Nehemia and Pouwels, Randall L., eds.   The History of Islam in Africa.  Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2000.
· Episode #3: “New Gods” from the Annenberg/CPB film series, The Africans: A Triple Heritage by Dr. Ali Mazrui
· Trimingham, J. Spencer.  A History of Islam in West Africa. London: Oxford University Press, 1962.
· Battuta, Ibn.  Ibn Battuta in Black Africa.  Princeton, NJ: Markus Weiner Publishers, 2003.
· Robinson, David.  The Holy War of Umar Tal.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1985.
· Ennaji, Mohammed.  Serving the Master: Slavery and Society in Nineteenth-Century Morocco.  New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999.
· Smith, Richard L.  Ahmad al-Mansur: Islamic Visionary.  New York: Pearson Longman, 2006.
